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Maneging Editor 
LIFE Magazine 
TIME-UFS Bldg,, 
Rockefeller Center 
N©w York, K.Y. 

Sear Sir, 



As a goose loror, fancier, breeder -ad by choice associate ( for geese have those 

AAf QU8li , tiea peopl© think people hare) I say Shene on LIFE and a mo I 
ILIfjs, ftfsreh 11: The Romans). 

How dare you bastardise end shrink the noble Roman goose to wheru he is no 

recognizable; Is it possible your vaunted research did not reveal this. nuite~° ~ 



animal life still 



I i trA < 



probably the •oldejffstill-pare strain of domesticated enimax lire still lives and 
breathes - and bites like belli Those geese hrno drew are herdly geese and never 
Koatens, mich have s unique end- prominent ca.$ilege~llke crest on their heads 
^.aped like 0 assail Happy Hooligan hat end s&oothly covered with fin® feathers* 
Did ^rno go out to Long Island and stfcdy tbs Pekin ducks, •vhicb his alleged geese 
resemble almost a a much as the other better known white species, the Laden or the 
male ox the xilgrimr 



s away, but 



The Homans are quite .rare, but evfcilsble, It took un almost four yoarg +c locate a 
trio, which ,vo then had to import* Within © short time their aberrant sexual "behavior, 
so utterly umliice tae solid and constant polyg&ray of the »v>U goose, innsi r e d tb*ir 
asms; Roberto Hoeaeliai* leieMrg, Ingrid Berpxen^and Daa ^upte Weisb^rg. Of course, 
we called then oy their first avisos ♦ Their new home is about fifteen mils 
I suspect their names here not been changed by their new owners* 

These geese’s ancestors were sacred: to. Juno, If the fable ie correct, they may h ve 
changed the course of world history. Even in modem history, geese h & vo ployed a role 
in interna tionsl affairs* ^ine, /of© r .instance, were part of our country’s foreign 
policy, ay "Seeee For Peace” project (December 1S61 consummation date after several 
years or betfliag beaaeaueratic'/red tops } got the Peace Corps its first good publicity 
break end featured the international imagination. The . ire of the fl^ck o** 2? oent to 
Seiat Lucie got me on the front/ page of may H.S. papers end. I’m told, all-over the 
world* Several sliailsr projects followed, .with such success thet some of our fowl were 
met. at the airport of destination by an ambs ssadorl 

^ ^feace Co^s ^trustea everything except the shipping fro® Hew 
ork s then IcUesiia airport ( which tae L B if er Project tendled) over to tae . iy sssist- 

JJ* “ scao f } the CAP, a feed company, the Botsrlans, a trucker, elderly 

fr.t«na& -and above a*. x a wilxing and cooperative press which drove home for- r ;i y 
secret point, that some economies and peopleinecd less sophisticated agricultural 
assistance than the official Aid program provided. Geese, with the unique ceppcitv to 
convert weeds into protein, afe such rugged individualists they have defied regiments- 



.Soi^cD isjO b o v e S o i d e b i o v fi n \j£ s y e% s G v s ri f O b u g ? t n s 
.tc-jns-'.&loT btobn,:-ic IbA: br. k snui'isbnoD s ?rr?tj- T ; fcii>bn»ic vs vtaH. cf f:» 
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It them.* 

gfe^ltaj^, ^ our own sad foreign governments* 

s 0 ''•jst? i r : 2 Dmo TDwsra or Y.iS3» 



d d £ ^ - T 0i!dyq3£ 

At the moment, having returned to writing end abandoned farming, I am still working 
with wild Oease, % Canada* s will est from your mouth without biting you, if you 
are not a fried, Eut their reputation, as a species, is such, that tbs federal and State 
wildlife officials who afive visited here will not even feed them by hand, although 
children do, with great ae light* I am hoping to improve my photographic end tape- 
recording equipment to be able to record the entire life process of these wonderful 
creatures ( I have some pictures of hatching, training, protecting, etc,, and part 
of a tape of the pare- hatching com- .uni cation between mother end goslings), 1 also have 
8 mm movies showing much of the normal behavior, in which the parents protect and 



teach 'the young. 



I have completed the rough draft of a bock on goose thought he was a 

person and was so regarded by people, to be il as t rated wit h^the odds things that 
made his life so interesting to us, such as his fetish iox barrels «no. Ms attacks 
on autos of which he was jealous when they parked near his lady-loves* And I hope 
soon to release my laind from the research on another bool; that 1 want vary much to 
do, so that X cen write the story of thess vary human geese for ^©ace project snd 
all the wonderful things evereg© ..aaeriecns ore willing to do to help people entirely 
unknown to them in farswjy lands of which they have never heard and of the good will 
our country thereby earns. 



% you think you could be interested, especially in w G@esc Box* J'oace'*, for vhieh some 
photos are available, including even © little cheesecake^ a PanA^, hostess tended 
my birds at Idlewild, end one Hew fork paper played it page one, five ctlucans. 
Movietone has several reels of 16mm of the preparations for a subsequent project, 
geese and ducks for Liberia, w Uh an attractive teen-age girl in shorts helping me. 



I am not pulling your lag. The morgue will reveal these projects, in which our 
government collaborated. And Max Wilkinson, of Lit fcauer and Wilkinson, agents, 500 
?ifth Avenue, gR^e a half-dozen slides of our honkers eating from my mo&tli to a 
T¥ photographer name Sidney Steibe or Steiber wht>» I believe. Uvea on S'ire 
Island, from whom I never got. them back, i planned s r ~ , V comercialp 



If you are interested in the Canadas, please let me .know, even if it is for the 
future, for this is the beginning of their breeding Season, which comes only once 
a year and is short, snd I’d have to take pictures i or get s better photographer to 
do it) beginning now. 



Joe Baum, of ^estatrant ssociates, may no longer remember it, but at the ^orma in 
1957 or 1958, when he had heard of all the honors ray wife and I had earned in 
poultry, he asked me if there were anything Homan I could produce for their menu, 
t!hen I suggested the Homan Goose (genuine) he like the idea. But by the time I 
finally got my three breeders, with which to begin a flock, they had gone on to 
inside trees and things of gold and had no interest. 



Pleese excuse my haste, •‘•his all feegen, impulsively, when I glenced through LISE 
when it cszne snd I es’s those insulting eharsetures of those wonderful Roman Geese. 



sincerely yours. 



. 2 e a h s»"i s K j ' bic&fujrS lliivs bob an&i'Hbn 
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